The Milan System for Reporting Salivary Gland Cytopathology (MSRSGC): an ASC-IAC-sponsored system for reporting salivary gland fine-needle aspiration.
The diagnostic role of salivary gland fine-needle aspiration (SG-FNA) is well established in the preoperative evaluation of patients with salivary gland lesions. At present, most salivary SG-FNA specimens are diagnosed based on conventional diagnostic criteria. Nevertheless, there exists a lack of uniform reporting for these specimens to guide the clinical management of patients. This void motivated a group of experienced cytopathologists to spearhead the development of a uniform reporting system. This international panel, under the sponsorship of the American Society of Cytopathology (ASC) and the International Academy of Cytology (IAC), gathered in September 2015 at the European Congress of Cytology, held in Milan, Italy, to propose "The Milan System for Reporting Salivary Gland Cytopathology. This effort sparked the interest of many and brought forth an agreement to develop an evidence-based tiered classification consisting of 6 diagnostic categories. We hope that this standard reporting system will enhance the overall effectiveness of SG-FNA reporting across institutions, with the ultimate result being better communication and improved patient care.